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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 PM-07 NSC-10 SPC-03 SS-20 RSC-01 L-03 

CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 EB-11 MC-02 ACDA-19 OMB-01 

10-14 DRC-01 IGA-02 /117W 

118364 

R291205Z DEC 73 

FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5776 

INFO SECDEF WASHDC 

DA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR 

USMTM DHAHRAN 

DISTR ENG RIYADH SA/SANG PM 

SECRET JIDDA 5733 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, SA 

SUBJ: SANG MODERNIZATION PROPOSAL 
REP: A. GENEVA 6740 B. JIDDA 5595 

1. AMBASSADOR MET WITH PRINCE ABDULLA, GUARD COMMANDER, 

24 DEC, TO RELAY USG POSITION ON HIS REQUEST FOR SAM AIR 
DEFENSE SYSTEM. PRESENTATION FOLLOWED LINES PARA 3 REPTEL 

B, AND CONCLUDED WITH OPFER VULCAN SYSTEM. ABDULLA ACCEPT- 
ED USG POSITION AND STATED HE DOES DESIRE VULCAN IN- 
CLUDED IN PROPOSAL. 

2. ABDULLA RAISED SOME CONCERN OVER REARS TWO BATTALION 
PROPOSAL MEANT WE WOULD LIMIT OUR PROGRAM AND WITHDRAW 
ALL SUPPORT UPON COMPLETION OF TWO BATTALION MODERNIZATION. 
AMBASSADOR POINTED OUT 19 MARCH 73 MOU COVERS BROAD RANGE 
OF MODERNIZATION TO INCLUDE TRAINING, ADMINISTRATIVE AND 
LOGISTIC SUPPORT, CONSTRUCTION OF FACILITIES, AND IMPORVE- 
MENT OF COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS THROUGHOUT THE GUARD; 

THAT THE MECHANIZATION MODERNIZATION WOULD HAVE AS AN 
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INITIAL PHASE TWO BATTALIONS WITH SUBSEQUENT PRIORITIES 
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TO BE DEVELOPED BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS. ABDULLA ACCEPTED THIS CLARIEICATION. 

3. ABDULLAH THEN INDICATED IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY EMBAR- 
RASSING EOR HIM TO GO TO KING WITH MODERNIZATION PROPOSAL 
THAT LIMITED TO ONLY TWO BATTALIONS. HE POINTED OUT THAT 
H.M. HAD AUTHORIZED HIM TO MODERNIZE EOUR AND KING WOULD 
WONDER WHY SMALLER PROGRAM ARRIVED AT. ABDULLAH THERE- 
EORE ASKED IE AMBASSADOR COUED PROVIDE HIM WITH ROUGH 
BUDGETARY ESTIMATES OF WHAT MODERNIZATION OF TWO 
ADDITIONAL BATTALIONS WOULD COST IE DECISION EVENTUALLY 
MADE TO PROCEED IN THIS DIRECTION. AMBASSADOR REPLIED 
THAT EOR PURPOSES OF ILLUSTRATION AND STRICTLY AS ESTI- 
MATES SUCH FIGURES COULD BE PROVIDED. THIS HAS BEEN DONE 
BY LETTER EROM AMBASSADOR TO PRINCE ABDULLAH DATED 
DECEMBER 26 (SEE SPTEL). 

4. ABDULLAH EXPRESSED GENERAL SATISEACTION WITH GUARD 
MODERNIZATION PROJECT, AND IN CONCLUDING REMARKS INDICATED 
HE LOOKED EORWARD TO ITS GETTING UNDERWAY SHORTLY. 

AKINS 
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